
 
           

Informational Letter N°12 
 

Our Beautiful Norman Cabinets, Masterpieces That Defy Time 
 

When I first arrived in Normandy, I became interested in Norman 
furniture and discovered a tradition of fine and richly-decorated cabinetry. 
                            

As the term « Norman Wardrobe/Cabinetry » was used by all who spoke 
of it: antique dealers, used-furniture dealers and furniture owners 
themselves..., I thought then, that the style was « standardized » in the 
example of furniture « IKEA" » (I'm joking) and I did not try to further 
investigate the matter. 
 

But when I read about "French Regional Furniture" I discovered that, in 
fact, the Norman « style » had spread with, depending on the location, slight 
differentiations, characteristic enough to single out the owners of this type of 
furniture and highlight it as belonging to a particular region. 
 

The "Domfrontais" style is remarkable for the richness and variety of 
decorations employed.   While it may be considered as « everyday/common 
usage » furniture, it shows ties of belonging to a region with a very strong 
historical background. 
 

Through the pages that follow, I invite you take pleasure in discovering 
this unique style, whose remaining pieces are now limited to only a few dozen. 
 

If this lecture encourages you, and if you start to look closely around you: 
at the differences of style, the characteristics defining of a certain region and 
its history, the re-sale/recycling of  furniture in oak or other woods ..., and 
using your powers of observation (like a modern-day Sherlock Holmes) , who 
knows what treasures may lie « hidden» in your attic or the occasional « vide 
grenier » awaiting discovery? 
 

To this end, we would like to invite you to share the results of your 
findings with us at Domfront Patrimoine. Good Hunting !! 



 
     

 
 



 

 
 
  
  



 

 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 



 

  



 

 
 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

We would like to express our thanks to Mr Franck Mustière who made the above 
referenced book available to us. 
 

In addition to the various pieces of furniture presented here, closets, walled wooden-
panels and staircases are often ignored by magazines and furniture publications, while these 
happily and richly complement our interior spaces. Many of our Domfrontaise houses are 
grandly furnished with them. 
 
The above offered inventory, however, is sadly lacking in: 
- Beds 
- Vaisseliers : China cabinets, dressers and their many combinations 
- One-piece buffets 
- Antique Pétrins (look it up !) 
- Many more items, of uses that are yours to discover 😋 
 
 
 
 
Domfront : Février 2021 
 
 Votre Président dévoué, 


